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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: NATO, PARM, GW 

SUBJECT: UK PROPOSALS ON ARMS CONTROL DISCUSSIONS IN 
NATO AND THEATER SYSTEMS 

REF: STATE 167307 DTG 302336Z JUN 78 

1 . EMBASSY POLITICAL COUNSELOR, ACCOMPANIED BY VISITING 
DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY GOODBY, CALLED ON FRG DIS- 
ARMAMENT COMMISSIONER RUTH JULY 6 AND MADE THE POINTS IN 
PARAS 2 AND 3 OF REFTEL. 

2. RUTH THANKED US FOR OUR COMMENTS AND SAID IT WAS 
FRG POLICY TO HAVE "FRUITFUL, PERMANENT, AND SUBSTANTIVE 
CONSULTATIONS" ON ALL SUBJECTS (INCLUDING SALT, THE 
IMPLICATIONS OF SSOD, ETC.). HE WANTED SUCH CONSULTA- 
TION TO CONTINUE, BOTH IN NATO AND BILATERALLY. IT 
WOULD BE ADVISABLE, HOWEVER, IF NATO CONSULTATIONS WENT 
ON CONCURRENTLY WITH TRILATERALS. 

3. RUTH THOUGHT THE SPC WAS THE PROPER POLITICAL FORUM 
FOR CONSULTATION IN NATO; HOWEVER, THE MBFR WORKING 
GROUP WOULD ALSO BE A GOOD VEHICLE. 
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4. RUTH FULLY AGREED THAT NO NEW NATO MECHANISMS WERE 
NEEDED. HE ALSO SAID THAT TWO SUBJECTS THAT THE FRG 
WOULD PARTICULARLY WANT TO DISCUSS WERE (1) THE CONTENT 
OF THE DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES AND (2) NON- 
CIRCUMVENTION. 
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